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Terms of reference

HRA Research Transparency Forum 
Background

The Health Research Authority (HRA) is tasked to promote research transparency as a statutory function under clauses in the Care Act. To do this effectively it will need to shape this UK wide and work with others to implement shared solutions. Until now the HRA engagement has been through consultation, including stakeholder workshops. This has been formalised through the establishment of an HRA research transparency forum.
The same model was adopted in 2012 in the establishment of the Collaboration and Development Forum, previously named Collaboration and Development Steering Group, to support and steer key elements of HRA and members’ business that contribute to the delivery on defined projects and work streams to streamline and improve the research journey in the NHS.
Terms of reference

A HRA Research Transparency Forum to support the HRA in delivering its statutory duties to promote research transparency. 
A forum established by the HRA with a remit to:

· Identify and advise the HRA on priorities for action 

· Consider wider changes that the HRA needs to be aware of in considering solutions
· Agreeing common principles to underpin solutions
· Promulgating action to achieve these solutions within member organisations or activity area

· Monitoring implementation and improvement. 

The Forum will:

· Advise the HRA on issues that which can possibly be addressed by HRA or Forum members and that may be considered within business planning of HRA or other Forum members to promote research transparency. This may include informing HRA and others’ contributions to existing agendas
· Advise HRA and forum members on activities undertaken by members to achieve improvements to promote research transparency
· Discuss and agree key principles that would need wider adoption outside the HRA  to enable the implementation of HRA driven solutions

· Endorse the principle of common formats and solutions for the HRA to implement 

· Actively support and promote the work of the HRA in improving the environment for research in the UK

The Forum will meet quarterly, Chaired by the HRA Chief Executive. 
The membership will be reviewed regularly.  As of July 2016 membership includes;

ABPI
AHPPI

Alltrials

BioMed Central

BMA

BMJ 

Cambridge Teaching Hospital

Cancer UK

CCRA

Cochrane
Devolved Administration representation 

EMIG

EQUATOR

ISRCTN
MHRA

Oxford University

Research Registry

UKRIO

University College London

Wellcome Trust

Researchers

REC Members

Secretariat – HRA
The HRA will not in any event record the meeting and any member of the group may only record the meeting with the explicit consent of all present and this must then be noted in the minutes.
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